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(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1215;
Pub. L. 107-71, title I, §101(H)(7), (9), Nov. 19, 2001,
115 Stat. 603; Pub. L. 115-254, div. K, title I,
§1991(d)(13), Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3635.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
44915 .......... 49 App.:1358. Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85-726,

72 Stat. 731, §317; added
July 12, 1976, Pub. L.
94-353, §17(a), 90 Stat. 882.

In clause (1), the word ‘‘issued” is substituted for
“granted’’ for consistency in this part. The words ‘‘by
the Civil Aeronautics Board’ are omitted as surplus.

Clause (3) is substituted for 49 App.:1358 (words after
3d comma) for consistency in the revised title.

AMENDMENTS

2018—Pub. L. 115-254 substituted ‘‘Administrator of
the Transportation Security Administration” for
“Under Secretary of Transportation for Security’ in
introductory provisions.

2001—Pub. L. 107-71 substituted ‘‘Under Secretary of
Transportation for Security” for ‘‘Administrator of the
Federal Aviation Administration’ in introductory pro-
visions.

§44916. Assessments and evaluations

(a) PERIODIC ASSESSMENTS.—The Adminis-
trator of the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration shall require each air carrier and airport
(including the airport owner or operator in co-
operation with the air carriers and vendors serv-
ing each airport) that provides for intrastate,
interstate, or foreign air transportation to con-
duct periodic vulnerability assessments of the
security systems of that air carrier or airport,
respectively. The Transportation Security Ad-
ministration shall perform periodic audits of
such assessments.

(b) INVESTIGATIONS.—The Administrator of the
Transportation Security Administration shall
conduct periodic and unannounced inspections
of security systems of airports and air carriers
to determine the effectiveness and
vulnerabilities of such systems. To the extent
allowable by law, the Administrator may pro-
vide for anonymous tests of those security sys-
tems.

(Added Pub. L. 104-264, title III, §312(a), Oct. 9,
1996, 110 Stat. 3253; amended Pub. L. 107-71, title
I, §101(£)(3), (7), Nov. 19, 2001, 115 Stat. 603; Pub.
L. 115-254, div. K, title I, §1991(d)(14), Oct. 5, 2018,
132 Stat. 3635.)

AMENDMENTS

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115-254, §1991(d)(14)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Administrator of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration” for ‘“Under Secretary of Trans-
portation for Security’’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 115-254, §1991(d)(14)(B), sub-
stituted ‘“Administrator of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration shall’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary shall”’
and ‘‘Administrator may’’ for ‘“Under Secretary may’’.

2001—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107-71, §101(f)(3), substituted
“Under Secretary of Transportation for Security’ for
“Administrator’ in first sentence and ‘‘Transportation
Security Administration’ for ‘“‘Administration” in sec-
ond sentence.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107-71, §101(f)(7), substituted
“Under Secretary’ for ‘“‘Administrator’” in two places.

TITLE 499—TRANSPORTATION

§44917

EFFECTIVE DATE

Except as otherwise specifically provided, section ap-
plicable only to fiscal years beginning after Sept. 30,
1996, and not to be construed as affecting funds made
available for a fiscal year ending before Oct. 1, 1996, see
section 3 of Pub. L. 104-264, set out as an Effective Date
of 1996 Amendment note under section 106 of this title.

§44917. Deployment of Federal air marshals

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the
Transportation Security Administration under
the authority provided by section 44903(d)—

(1) may provide for deployment of Federal
air marshals on every passenger flight of air
carriers in air transportation or intrastate air
transportation;

(2) shall provide for deployment of Federal
air marshals on every such flight determined
by the Administrator to present high security
risks;

(3) shall provide for appropriate training, su-
pervision, and equipment of Federal air mar-
shals;

(4) shall require air carriers providing flights
described in paragraph (1) to provide seating
for a Federal air marshal on any such flight
without regard to the availability of seats on
the flight and at no cost to the United States
Government or the marshal;

(5) may require air carriers to provide, on a
space-available basis, to an off-duty Federal
air marshal a seat on a flight to the airport
nearest the marshal’s home at no cost to the
marshal or the United States Government if
the marshal is traveling to that airport after
completing his or her security duties;

(6) may enter into agreements with Federal,
State, and local agencies under which appro-
priately-trained law enforcement personnel
from such agencies, when traveling on a flight
of an air carrier, will carry a firearm and be
prepared to assist Federal air marshals;

(7) shall establish procedures to ensure that
Federal air marshals are made aware of any
armed or unarmed law enforcement personnel
on board an aircraft;

(8) may appoint—

(A) an individual who is a retired law en-
forcement officer;

(B) an individual who is a retired member
of the Armed Forces; and

(C) an individual who has been furloughed
from an air carrier crew position in the 1-
year period beginning on September 11, 2001,

as a Federal air marshal, regardless of age, if
the individual otherwise meets the back-
ground and fitness qualifications required for
Federal air marshals;

(9) shall require the Federal Air Marshal
Service to utilize a risk-based strategy when
allocating resources between international
and domestic flight coverage, including when
initially setting its annual target numbers of
average daily international and domestic
flights to cover;

(10) shall require the Federal Air Marshal
Service to utilize a risk-based strategy to sup-
port domestic allocation decisions;

(11) shall require the Federal Air Marshal
Service to utilize a risk-based strategy to sup-
port international allocation decisions; and
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